Diagnosis of hmg cancer by fibreoptic bronchoscopy: problems in the histological damifation of non-small cell cardinomas SIR,-In their paper on diagnosis of non-small cell lung carcinoma by fibreoptic bronchoscopy (March 1984; 39:175) Dr MT Chuang and colleagues reported that in 38% of 107 cases the histological type found in a resected specimen differed from that previously diagnosed from bronchoscopic biopsy specimens. The authors did not refer Thorax 1984; 39: 685-686 to two similar studies which found disagreement between bronchoscopic biopsy specimens and eventual diagnosis in only 911% of 233 cases' and 11-7% of 94 cases2 of nonsmall cell lung carcinoma. Diagnositic criteria were similar in all three studies.
Dr Chuang and his colleagues suggested that the inaccuracy of prediction of cell type might be due to the small size of biopsy specimens taken through the fibreoptic bronchoscope. However, it has been shown that the error rate for cell type prediction is no greater with fibreoptic bronchoscopic biopsy specimens than with the larger biopsy specimens obtained at rigid bronchoscopy.2 It has been shown that the diagnostic yield of fibreoptic bronchoscopic biopsies increases with the number of specimens taken3 and the experience of the bronchoscopist.4
Factors responsible for the variable diagnostic accuracy of bronchoscopic biopsy reported in various studies may include the number of samples taken at each bronchoscopy and the skill of the bronchoscopists and pathologists concerned.
ANDREW SIR,-In evaluating the effect on dysphonia of stopping aerosol steroid we recognised that it was important to ensure that the total propellant intake was not decreased. Hence, as described in our report, the decrease in propellant intake due to cessation of aerosol steroid was matched by an increase due to additional inhaled bronchodilator. Indeed, in some of the patients the total propellant intake was actually greater after the aerosol steroid was discontinued. Furthermore, two of our patients were taking inhaled therapy exclusively as dry powder preparations containing a lactose base but no hydrocarbon propellant. 
